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and Ireland, the last places to catch it, have it
gravely. We, the older sufferers, seem now
nearly immune from it: we may be passing into
an economic stage, in which wars and govern-
ments will be mainly businesses. It sounds a
futile motive of disputes. The economic motive
may yet rank with religion and nationality in
destructiveness.T

However, the Middle East is not as far as
this yet. Its first symptoms of nationality were
shown in Turkey, when Midhat Pasha began to
use French words in government; and in Egypt
when Arabi Pasha rose up in arms, and began to
drive out the Khedive and his Turkish entourage.
Both ideas were sternly discouraged. The English
bolstered up the foreign dynasty in Egypt, and
Abd el Hamid took up Pan-Islam, a hierarchic
conception of Islam, as a corrective to the Midhat
notions. He got it from a German book, which
had been confusing the Caliphate and the
mediaeval Papacy. However, the idea had a
temporary success, and still holds some ground
in India and Africa. For a few years there was
peace in Asia, and Europe understood it again
without having to change its way of thinking.
This was better for Asia and for us, since, as a
German pointed out, when we have to change